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Bridge Decking, Timbers, Guard Rail Components and Fabrication 
 

D e s i g n e r s ,  M a n u f a c t u r e r s  a n d  t h e i r  c u s t o m e r s  h a v e  l o n g  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  
b e a u t y ,  l i f e  c y c l e  p e r f o r m a n c e  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  b e n e f i t s  a s s o c i a t e d  
w i t h  N a t u r a l l y  D u r a b l e  H a r d w o o d s  f o r  B r i d g e  C o n s t r u c t i o n s .  

 

        
 

T i m e  T e s t e d   
T h e  s t e a m  a n c h o r  a n d  i p e  s t o c k ,  d a t e d  1 6 1 8  a n d  s h o w n  a b o v e ,  w a s  s a l v a g e d  
f r o m  t h e  ‘ T r e a s u r e  S h i p  M a r g a r i t a ’  o f f  t h e  F l o r i d a  C o a s t  a f t e r  1 4 0  y e a r s  o f  
m a r i n e  b o r e r  e x p o s u r e .  
 

          
 

            



 
 

 

                                                                                                                                         

6200 Tomken Road, Mississauga  
L5T 1X7, ON, CA  

Phone: (905) 672-8000 
www.wearetropical.com 

 

Wood Vs Non-Wood? 
Timber bridges demonstrate the lowest MKI (environmental cost indicator) of all bridge construction types. But don’t 
take our word for it. The Dutch Government conducted a comprehensive study in 2014 to evaluate the environmental 
impact of various building materials. Here are the results of that study.   
 

 
 

Also in 2014 post Hurricane Sandy the Army Corps of Engineers issued a memo addressing the life cycle financial costs of 
naturally durable tropical hardwoods verses various alternatives building materials for boardwalk reconstruction.  
 
SUBJECT: Impracticality of non IPE lumber for Boardwalk Decking  

 

1. The purpose of this memo is to provide clear evidence and justification for the necessity of specifying 

IPE/Bethabara/Cumaru/Macaranduba tropical hardwood lumber species for Boardwalk decking. 
 

C o m p l e t e  d o c u m e n t s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  u p o n  r e q u e s t .  
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A v a i l a b l e  S p e c i e s  a n d  D i m e n s i o n s   

( L e g a l  L u m b e r ™  -  “ D u e  C a r e ”  a n d  “ F S C ”  C o m p l i a n c e  o p t i o n s  A v a i l a b l e  f o r  a l l  
w o o d  s p e c i e s ) .   

 
T y p e  –  B l a c k  L a b e l ™  E k k i / A z o b e  
D u r a b i l i t y  C l a s s -  1 ( H i g h l y  D u r a b l e )  
F i r e  R a t i n g  –  C l a s s  A  
R e s i s t a n c e  T e r m i t e s  –  ( H i g h )  
R e s i s t a n c e  M a r i n e  B o r e r s  –  ( H i g h )   
G r a d e  –  C l e a r  A l l  H e a r t  
C o n d i t i o n  –  A D  
S u r f a c e  –  Y a r d  R o u g h ,  B r i g h t  S a w n ,  S u r f a c e d ,  R o u n d  o r  P r o f i l e d .  
D i m e n s i o n s  T i m b e r s / D e c k i n g  -  M a x  1 6 ” x 1 6 ”  F r e e  o f  H e a r t  R o u g h ,  
1 6 ” x 2 4 ” H e a r t  I n  R o u g h ,  1 5 . 2 5 ” x 1 5 . 2 5 ” S u r f a c e d  F r e e  o f  H e a r t ,  1 2 ”  R o u n d  F r e e  
o f  H e a r t ,  1 6 ”  R o u n d  H e a r t  I n ,   7 . 5 ” x 1 5 ”  M o l d e d   
L e n g t h s  –  M a x  5 2 ’  
A v a i l a b i l i t y  –  S p e c i a l  O r d e r  9 0 - 1 2 0  d a y s  
 

T y p e  –  B l a c k  L a b e l ™  I p e  
D u r a b i l i t y  C l a s s -  1 ( H i g h l y  D u r a b l e )  
F i r e  R a t i n g  –  C l a s s  A  
R e s i s t a n c e  T e r m i t e s  –  ( H i g h )  
R e s i s t a n c e  M a r i n e  B o r e r s  –  ( H i g h )  
G r a d e  –  C l e a r  A l l  H e a r t  
C o n d i t i o n  –  A D  
S u r f a c e  –  Y a r d  R o u g h ,  B r i g h t  S a w n  o r  S u r f a c e d  
D i m e n s i o n s  T i m b e r s / D e c k i n g  -  M a x  4 ” x 1 2 ” R o u g h ,  3 . 5 ” x 1 1 . 2 5 ” S u r f a c e d   
D i m e n s i o n s  P o s t s  –  M a x  6 x 6  R o u g h ,  5 . 5 ” x 5 . 5 ”  S u r f a c e d  
L e n g t h s  –  M a x  2 0 ’  
A v a i l a b i l i t y  –  S t o c k  a n d  S p e c i a l  O r d e r  
 

T y p e  –  B l a c k  L a b e l ™  C u m a r u   
D u r a b i l i t y  C l a s s -  1 ( H i g h l y  D u r a b l e )  
F i r e  R a t i n g  –  C l a s s  A  
R e s i s t a n c e  T e r m i t e s  –  ( M e d i u m )  
R e s i s t a n c e  M a r i n e  B o r e r s  –  ( M e d i u m )  
G r a d e  –  C l e a r  A l l  H e a r t  
C o n d i t i o n  –  A D  
S u r f a c e  –  Y a r d  R o u g h ,  B r i g h t  S a w n  o r  S u r f a c e d  
D i m e n s i o n s  T i m b e r s / D e c k i n g  -  M a x  1 2 ” x 1 2 ” R o u g h 1 1 . 2 5 ” x 1 1 . 2 5 ” ,  S u r f a c e d   
L e n g t h s  –  M a x  2 0 ’  
A v a i l a b i l i t y  –  S p e c i a l  O r d e r  9 0 - 1 2 0  d a y s  
 



 
 

 

                                                                                                                                         

6200 Tomken Road, Mississauga  
L5T 1X7, ON, CA  

Phone: (905) 672-8000 
www.wearetropical.com 

 

T y p e  –  B l a c k  L a b e l ™  A n g e l i m   
D u r a b i l i t y  C l a s s -  1 ( H i g h l y  D u r a b l e )  
F i r e  R a t i n g  –  C l a s s  A  
R e s i s t a n c e  T e r m i t e s  –  ( H i g h )  
R e s i s t a n c e  M a r i n e  B o r e r s  –  ( M e d i u m )  
G r a d e  –  C l e a r  A l l  H e a r t  
C o n d i t i o n  –  A D  
S u r f a c e  –  Y a r d  R o u g h ,  B r i g h t  S a w n  o r  S u r f a c e d  
D i m e n s i o n s  T i m b e r s / D e c k i n g  -  M a x  8 ” x 1 2 ”  R o u g h ,  7 . 2 5 ” x 1 1 . 2 5 ” S u r f a c e d   
L e n g t h s  –  M a x  2 2 ’  
A v a i l a b i l i t y  –  S p e c i a l  O r d e r  9 0 - 1 2 0  d a y s  
 
 
  

       
 

     
 

More than just a bridge…A Landmark 
From raw materials, to prefabricated components, to dowel laminated girders, to complete bridge 
fabrications the design options are limitless.  
 
TROPICAL FOREST PRODUCTS™, BLACK LABEL™ and LEGAL LUMBER™ brands represent the highest…quality 
control, technical, and environmental compliance standards in the naturally durable hardwood industry.  
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A l l o w a b l e  D e s i g n  V a l u e s ,  D e s i g n  A s s i s t a n c e ,  M a s t e r  S p e c i f i c a t i o n  
L a n g u a g e ,  C e r t i f i c a t e s  o f  C o m p l i a n c e  a v a i l a b l e  u p o n  r e q u e s t .   
 
 

For more information visit us at - wearetropical.com 
 


