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Tropical Forest Products Apitong/Keruing Angelime Pedra

Keruing (sealed) Keruing (sanded)

Color/Appearance: Heartwood ranges from a light to medium yellowish brown to a darker reddish brown. Overall appearance
and grain patterning is rather homogenous and bland.

Grain/Texture: Grain is generally straight to slightly interlocked. With a medium to coarse texture and moderate natural luster.

Endgrain: Diffuse-porous; exclusively solitary; very large pores in no specific arrangement, very few; parenchyma diffuse-in-
aggregates, vasicentric; medium to wide rays, spacing normal.

Rot Resistance: Varies depending on species, though generally reported as moderately durable; moderate to poor insect
resistance.

Workability: Generally easy to work with hand or machine tools, though silica present in the wood tends to dull cutters. Also,
resin can exude from the wood and build up on tools and also make wood finishing difficult. Movement in service is fairly large.
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Odor: Has a distinct resinous scent when being worked.

Allergies/Toxicity: Although severe reactions are quite uncommon, Keruing has been reported to cause skin irritation. See the
articles Wood Allergies and Toxicity and Wood Dust Safety for more information.

Pricing/Availability: Not commonly imported to North America, Keruing is sometimes available as lumber or flooring planks.
Prices should be moderate for an imported lumber.

Sustainability: This wood species is not listed in the CITES Appendices, but many species of Dipterocarpus are on the [IUCN Red
List. They are listed as critically endangered due to a population reduction of over 80% in the past three generations, caused by

a decline in its natural range, and exploitation.

Common Uses: Furniture, flooring, trailer decks, and utility lumber.
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